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Course Description

An introduction to preschool teaching rrethods and the role of the teacher
in planning an imp1errenting a creative leaming environment to meet the psyCho-
social, ItDtor and cognitive needs of the preschool child. Developt1eIlt of ted1-
niques and skill in the obseIVing' and rEa)iding of l:ehaviour is an ongoing
activity begun in this section of the p.cOCIl.gm.

Course Philosophy

This aJurse is designed to help students develop an understanding of the
interdet=endence of human relations and curriculum content, to help students
internalize the concept of the "whalen in the 1eaming envi...'"'Onment.

COurse Goals:

1. To provide the student with a general knowledgeof the role of the Minist..ry
of Camtunity and Social Services, and the inteI'?retation of the DayNurseries
Act as it pertains to playroan and p1aygrouni.

2. To proVide the student with the infomation and resources needed to set up a
creative learning envimrment for preschool children.

3. To provide the student with knowledgeof. and exp:rience in using the basic
teaching skills appropriate to a htmanistic learning environment.

4. To develop in the student the ability to write rreaningful observational
reports 6f the behaviour of preschool children, and to develop an understand-
ing of howto interpret and use these reports.

Course Objectives:

The student will dsrcnstrate through assignments, examinations, workshops,
group discussions, sen:i11ars,and in-preschool assigrm:mts: .

1. the ability to evalute the nursery school envimrmalt in teIIns of physical
and psychological space; of equiprent am materials which rceet the develop-
rrental need of the children; and in tams of cultural and Personal values.

2. the ability to maintain a safe and healthy learning environment.

3. a knailedge of nursery school cun-icul\J1'l and activities which prarote
optimal growth for t.~ individual child and foi t."le group as a whole.

-- -- - - - -
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Course Objectives continued...

4. the ability to understand and practice the child study skills of the
observation and rea:>rding of child behaviOUr.

5. appropriate teadling methOds for ~~lil'1q oositively with' children whic.~
set l.:ilnits and extend and expand ideas and exp:riences.

1. The Nursery School and Kindergarten: Human Felationships and Learning
Katherine Read and June Patterson, Saunders Publishers, 1980

2. Observin and Reco . the Behaviour of Youn Clildren, Cohen and Stern,
TeaChers College Press

3. Ministry leaflets

~thodology

Lectures, assigned readings, group discussions, films, role-playing,
worksoops and in-preschool assigrments will 'be used to fulfill the a1::ove
objectives. '

The student will write assigned observations relating to the child and his
exp!rience. (SaIIt'le fom attached)

Practice teaching in the De!ICnstration School and observation assigrments
will give the student an opportunity to integrate theory and practice.

Reading cards are required for assigned background reading of bookS and lor
articles (Sample fom below). File is to be submitted for evaluation on
DECEMBER13, 1982.

In ar9..~~to develop an awareness of the literature relating to preschool
education, tw;r-books are to be chosen fran the library or other source and the
choice is to be approved by the instructor. Book reviews are to be canpleted:
first due date is Novenber 1, 1982.

A picture file and an "idea" file relating to e:e child's 'NOrld and curricu-
b.m areas is to be begun and developed thJ:Oughout the 15 weeks. Picture file
to be subnitt:ed: Novat1ber 29, 1982. Idea file to be submitted: December 8, 1982.

ID'IE: Peadings may be assigned other than those fran the texts. Articles of
special significance will be distributed fJ:an time to time. Students
are responsible for text material, notes, and assigned articles.

Feading Card FOJ:Inat:

5" X 8" cards
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Reading Card Foz:ma.tcontinued...

(File Category) Cross-References to
Other Readings

Title of Reading, pages read if partially read
Author or Editor (and Author of section read)
Publisher, Date

Content: Brief sta'te!rent of general content of total
reading and/or those parts which were parti-
ularly rreaningful to you. If direct quotes
are used, give page nunbers fran which they
came.

ro1MENrS: Your assessrrent of the ideas, what they mean
to you personally-to your own thinking or
practical ~iences.

The annotated bibliography built up through this collection will be useful in
future course work and snployment. It may be helpful to note library andcall
number of those you find most useful. Make the care relevant to your own
interest and learning.

Syllabus

WEEK1 A. Introduction to Course

-general eXFectations and responsibilities- reading cards- picture and idea files- class folders- grading systsn and evaluation

B. '!he Ministry, the Muncipali ty and the Market

- history of Day Nurseries Branch of Ministry- the Day Nurseries Act- local requirenents of health and fire gepa.rt:nents- variety of centres for children locally

C. Admission procedures in Sault College Denonstration Preschool

- Bank St. College filmstrip presentation - First Day in School

- - - - -----
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Syllabus continued...

WEEK2

WEEK3

D. Assigments :

Readings: Read & Patterson: PP. 3 - 22
Ministry leaflets: 1 - 8, 17
COhen& Stem: PP. 3 - 22

A. Basic tenets in philosophy of Early Child.~ood Edcuation
Brief histo1:Y of nursery school rrovement in Europe and North

America
Basic qualities of an Early Childhood Teacher

B. '!he Olild: Beginning school, separation
Film: Starti.ng Nursery School, A Pattern of Beginning

c. Observing and Recording

- deport:Irent of observer, confidentiality- nature of observing, types of observational reports- bein; objective, personal bias- using the observation fOIJ11- observing the new child in the nursery

D. Assignments

~s: Read & Patterson: pp. 58 - 63
pp. 131 - 151

Projects: Read & Patterson: p. 22 - :10. 2
DUE: SEPI'EMBER23

Observations: 1. Write a lO-minute "running observation"
of a child's behaviour in nurseJ:Y school.
Be sure to use time jottings in space
provided on observation fOIJ11. ReIrerrber to
use descriptive, non-evaluative language.

DOE SEPI'EMBER 29

2. Observe and record a child beginning nurse~
school for the first: time. Focus on how the
teacher supports the child in making an adjust-
ment to this nel sii:tJation.

DUE: CC'IOBER6

A. WOrkshop with Paint. Students will participate in the various
activities presented, focussing on the process. ReIrerrber that
process is a journey, not a destination. Representational work
is not acceptable in this workshop. Do assignment No. 1

B. Film: "Talking Pictures"

c. Presenting Painting Activities.

- process of creativity
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WEEK 3

WEEK 4

WEEK 5

c. creative teaching- developnental stages in children I s art

D. Assignments:

1. Write a one - or tw"O-page description of your feelings and
impressions experienced during the paint workshop. Sutmi t
before your leave SEPTEMBER27

2. Using the sheets provided observe one child in each of the
three art stages. DUEcx:'roBER15

3. Readings: Read & Patterson: pp. 75 - 91
COhen & Stem: pp. 41-60

A. '!he Physical Environment

- playroom, equiJ;IIlent, and materials- use of space, traffic patterns- learning centres
- the playground, activities and naterials

B. Clildren I s Art fran the Nurseries
Film: "TALKINGPICTORES"

c. Assigments

1. Draw a plan for a playroan and adjoining playground for
twenty-five children. Use one sheet of graph paper for
playrocm and one for the playground. Show placem:nt of
leaJ:ning centres and najor equit;:ment and storage areas.
List ~'1e number of playspaces in each centre. Hownany
choices are there per child? Hownany different things to
do are there in the playgmtmd? DL"'EccroBER 21

2. Art Recipes

3. Reprints: "Criteria for Assessing ~'!aterials"

4 . Readings: Reprint - "How to Talk ':Q a Scribbler"

Read &Patterson: pp. 95 - 109
COhen & Stern: pp. 61 - 81

A. Basic Teaching Skills

- initial support for speec."1and action - sare suggestions
- asing discipline
- the teacherI s feelings

B. Observing and Recording COntinued

- descriptive language- value words

--
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WEEK5

WEEK 7

WEEK 8

c. Assigzmmts:

Readings: Cohen & Stem: pp. 40 - 42
Read & Patterson: pp. 153 - 183
P.eprint: "The Teacher is the Nursery School"

Projects: Read & Patterson: p. 122 - Projects 1 and 2
DUE tVEEK 7

A. Routines:

- their place in nursery school, what children leam- toiletting- eating- resting

B. Assignrrents

Reading: Article - "Transi tion T:imes II

Projects: Read & Patterson, p. 183 DtJE ~-JEEK9
Routine £ran (will provide) DUE WEEK8

c. Bring a interesting (to you) piece of fabric, a natural
material and a piece of paper to next class - ccroBER 25

A. tollage Vbrkshop. Once again, we are process oriented.

B. P:resentation of Collage Materials to Support Creative Use

- teacher I s role in sUpporting use- found materials- criteria for assessing materials

C. P:resentation of Collage Materials to SUj;:pOrt creatiVe~use

- teacher I s role in supporting use- found materials- criteria for assessing materials- crayon, chalk, pencil, felt pen, pas-:-"'ls

A. Guidance

- goals- positive nethcd- direct, indirect guidance- growth enhancing, or restrictive

- MID-TEPMQUIZocroBER27
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PrescbJo1 Education - ED 10t-3...

Evaluation

15%

10%

5%

15%

15%

10%

30%

100%

~servations and projects are evaluated in tems of the
student!s ability to write about an activity, on the ability
to discriminate between objective an:l subjective evaluations,
and on the ability to relate incidents observed to academic
readings.

-PICI'URE F!I.E is assessed in tei:Ins of quality of pictures.
Quantity, variety and notations of suggestions for use are
iIrpJrtant as are cross-references. 1-.ssessrrent sheet fran
first semester is to be placed in the front of the picture
file when it is submitted.

-IDEA FILE is assessed in tel:ms of quantity, quality and variety.

-Projects and assignrrents.

-READING CARDF!I.E

-FIN;.L EXM-1INATION

A - 85+
B - 75-84
C - 60-74
I - Inc:orrplete
R- Repeat




